Place, Date: 

……………………

Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper

Prime Minister of Canada

Houses of Parliament

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Canada

Dear Sir,

Congratulations on your victory in the latest Canadian federal elections. A new government always brings with it hope that it will solve the problems facing the people it represents.

I have been observing and supporting the struggle of the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation in northern Alberta. I have seen successive Canadian federal governments come and go and witnessed time and again how these past governments would announce that they would give priority to settling this long-standing land rights dispute but would then fail to do so. I have also witnessed how the UN Human Rights Committee in 1990 and again in 2005 found Canada in violation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights over abuse of Lubicon human and aboriginal rights.

From documentation provided by both sides at the negotiation table I am well aware of the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation’s settlement positions and objectives. I am convinced, as have been many others over the years including the Hon. E. Davie Fulton and the independent Lubicon Settlement Commission of Review, that Lubicon settlement proposals are reasonable and modest. Almost everything in Lubicon proposals for a land rights settlement has at one point or another been agreed by either the Province of Alberta or previous Canadian federal governments. If the governments of Canada and Alberta merely honor agreements already made, there is very little left to be done for your government to accomplish a settlement of Lubicon land rights, to meet its constitutional responsibilities and to meet Canada’s obligation under the International Covenant.

I therefore urge the Harper government to start land settlement negotiations with the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation at the earliest possible date. I ask that federal negotiators be given a full mandate to negotiate all outstanding settlement issues and firm instructions to negotiate in good faith. And I also ask that the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation be provided the means necessary to support Lubicon participation in the negotiation process.

I will continue to carefully monitor the developments in the case of the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation. I am committed to a just settlement and remain prepared to do anything I can to support its achievement. What I would like most is to spread the news of a positive outcome under your new government.

Sincerely yours
Name:

………………………………………

Adress:
………………………………………

