The Hon.Andy Scott
Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs
Government of Canada
Ottawa, ON K1A 0H4
Canada 


Dear Sir, 

The on-going struggle of the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation has been a concern to human rights and environmental organizations in Europe since the mid 80’s of the past century. It is very deplorable that this issue still has not been resolved by Canadian governments under their constitutional obligation and according to the findings of highly respected international institutions such as the UN-Human Rights Committee or the World Council of Churches. 

During the past years negotiations went on between the Lubicon Lake Indian Nation and the Canadian federal government, that showed some positive results, although this progress was very slow and owes a lot to the Lubicon’s flexibility, patience and will to compromise. In the meantime the extraction of Lubicon resources from unceded traditional Lubicon lands continued, generating huge profits for resource companies and the Province of Alberta. 

Concerned with a successful re-start of negotiations, I strongly supports the following Lubicon demands: 

-That you renounce the Justice Department Guidelines in effect instructing federal self-government negotiators on how to negotiate self-government in bad faith.

-That federal negotiators be given a mandate to negotiate outstanding settlement issues including self-government and financial compensation.

-That federal negotiators be given instructions to negotiate in good faith with the objective of reaching a settlement of unceded Lubicon Cree land rights by the end of the current calendar year (as distinct from just using the pretense of negotiations to buy time while resource exploitation continues and vital Lubicon interests are systematically eroded).

-That departmental officials be instructed to stop trying to use other aboriginal societies in the surrounding area to undermine and subvert Lubicon Cree people’s interests at issue in Lubicon land negotiations. 

-That the Lubicon people be loaned the money to do the work necessary to participate in the negotiations. 

Yours sincerely 

